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Femmes juristes du Burundi (AF J B) ! C h ristophe Sebudandi, Président 
de la Ligue des Droits de l’Homme dans la région des Grands Lacs (LD G L) 
! Ad rien Sinday i gaya , D i recteur adjoint du Studio Ij a m b o

D e m o c ratic Republic of Co n go
G o d e f roid Bwiti, Responsable de l’agence InterCo n go Media-Sy fia Gra n d s
Lacs ! A n d re Ipakala A b e i ye Mobiko, D i recteur du journal La Référe n c e
P l u s , Président de l’Association nationale des Éditeurs du Co n go (AN E C OA P)
! Joseph Ka k i n d a , C h a rgé de l’Information au Conseil National des ON G

de développement de la RDC (CN O N G D) ! I s i s d o re Kalala Ka b o n go,
D i recteur des prog rammes de la Radio-Télévision Nationale Co n go l a i s e
(RT N C) ! Jean-Claude Ka t e n d e , Président de l’Association Af ricaine 
de Défense des Droits de l’Homme, AS A D H O/ Katanga ! Yves Laplume,
Directeur de la Radio Okapi (MONUC/ Fondation Hi rondelle) ! Ro s e
L u k a n o, Journaliste à la RT N C, Présidente de l’Association des femmes 
des médias du Ka t a n ga (AF E M E K) ! Ry cky Mapama, S e c r é t a i re général 
de l’Association nationale des Entre p rises audiovisuelles privées (AN E A P) 
! S t eve Matenga , Représentant de l’IP P pour la RD C ! René Mateso Ngo n go,
Président de la plate forme de l’ON G I n i t i a t i ve congolaise pour le sauve t a ge
des populations de Goma ( IC G) et de l’ON G O rganisation concertée d e s
é c o l ogistes et amis de la nature (OC E A N) ! Po lydor Muboyayi Mubanga ,
É d i t e u r- D i recteur du journal Le Phare , Président de l’Observa t o i re des
Médias Co n golais (OM E C) ! Arnold Mulenda, C h a rgé des NT I C au Réseau
d ’ o rganisation de défense des Droits de l’homme et d’éducation civique
(RH O D E C I C) ! Fre d dy Mulongo, Président de l’Association des radios com-
mu n a u t a i res et associatives du Co n go (AR C O) , Responsable de Réveil FM

! Kizito Mushizi, D i recteur de Radio Maendeleo, Co o rdonnateur du Réseau
des radios et télévisions commu n a u t a i res de l’est de la RDCo n go (RAT E C O) ,
Président provincial de l’UN P C ! Tshibibi Ngo n d av i , D i recteur de Cabinet
de la Haute Autorité des Médias (HAM) ! Kabeya Pindi Pasi, Président 
de l’Union nationale de la presse du Co n go (UN P C) ! G a b riel Shabani
Ka b u r wa , Rédacteur en chef de la Radio Télévision Sango Malamu 
! Tshivis Tshivuadi, Secrétaire général de Journaliste en Danger (JED)
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The Baga m oyo Declara t i o n was adopted at the outcome of a inter- re gional wo r k s h o p, c o nve n e d
by the Panos Institute in Paris, with the involvement of the Panos Institute in East Africa and the
Panos Institute in Southern Africa, on the theme “Peace Building in the Great Lakes: the Media’s
Commitment“ (Bagamoyo, Tanzania, December 13 to 15, 2004).

This meeting was organised as part of the prog ram “P lu ral Media for Peace and Democra cy in
C e n t ral A f ri c a“ (Prog ram Dire c t o r : Pascal Berq u é ) .

The Bagamoyo meeting received support from the British, Irish and French bi-lateral Aid Agencies (respecti-
vely DFID, DCI and MAE); the Inter-Governmental Francophone Agency (AIF); the Dutch and the French NGO’s
CORDAID and CCFD.
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We , media pro fessionals and civil society organisations from Buru n d i ,
Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania and Zambia,
meeting in Bagamoyo from 13-15 December 2004, under the auspices of
Panos Paris and in the presence of representatives of civil society in the 
respective countries;

! Considering the Dar-es-Salaam Declaration on Peace, Security, Democracy
and Development in the Great Lakes Region adopted on 19-20 November
2004 by Heads of State as part of the International Conference on Peace,
Security, and Democracy in the Great Lakes Region, and the result of a long
process of consultation with various elements of civil society;

! Informed by the principles of the Windhoek Declaration of May 3 1990
and the Windhoek + 10 Declaration, which are the foundations for media
freedom and a pluralistic press in sub-Saharan Africa;

! Considering the significant contribution to the preparatory processes lea-
ding up to the International Conference on Peace, Security, Democracy and
Democracy in the Great Lakes Region made by groups representing women,
youth and civil society;

! Cognisant of the weak presence of the media during this preparatory 
process;

Recognise:

1. The issues identified during the preparatory phase of the International
Conference, such as peace and security, democracy and good governance,
humanitarian and social issues, economic development and regional inte-
g ra t i o n , and the hostile env i ronment that the media must ove rcome in ord e r
to report these issues more accurately, comprehensively and professionally;

2. The compelling need for the media to be more fully involved in monito-
ring the implementation of signed peace agreements; in popularising the
Dar-es-Salaam Declaration signed by Heads of State; and in building sustai-
nable peace in the region;

3. The failure by the media to disseminate reliable information among our
various countries and the attendant failure to thus provide a comprehensi-
ve overview of the conflict situation in our region;

4. The absence of a regional consultative framework to enable media from
different countries to meet and exchange views and information on current
affairs and the future of their profession;

5. The dramatic consequences of a fa i l u re of some of our media to observe professional and ethi-
cal standards, by inciting prejudice and ethnic hatred, disseminating political and ideological pro-
paganda, and acting as militant supporters of violent factions;

6. The undeniably positive impact of some of the region’s media committed to remain at the 
service of the people, defending citizens’ rights and the right to information that is full, thorough,
honest and fair;

7. The difficult conditions in which our media have to operate in troubled areas, where they are
exposed to flagrant violations of freedom of expression and freedom of the press, limited access
to information and the vulnerability resulting from the financial fragility of publishers;

8. The under-representation of women in the media, and the lack of awareness of the problems
to which they are especially exposed during armed conflicts;

9. The weak strategic links between our media and civil society organisations, whether national
or regional, which result in little or no professional media investigation into or analysis of huma-
nitarian and social issues;

10. The metropolitan bias of our media, usually based in capital cities, with the result that isola-
ted rural populations have no voice, or access to information, whereas it is they who often bear
the brunt of conflict;

1 1 . The difficulties our media face in cove ring hu m a n i t a ri a n , s o c i a l , economic and securi t y
issues (e.g. refugees and displaced persons, women and children in conflict areas, the AIDS pande-
mic, economic development, etc) because they have limited access to information sources and
conflict areas.

Resolve as follows:

1. To active ly disseminate the diffe rent international treaties signed by our governments with re s-
p e c t to the management of confl i c t s , and their social, e c o n o m i c, political and env i ronmental conse-
q u e n c e s , as well as a return to peace in the region;

2. To ensure better monitoring of the implementation of mechanisms developed within the fra-
mework of the International Conference on Peace, Security, Democracy and Development in the
Great Lakes Region, as well as broader peace initiatives;

3. To set up mechanisms for more effective dissemination of information both nationally and
regionally;

4. To promote the regional exchange of information, including co-productions by mixed nationa-
lity teams of reporters from the region’s media;

5 . To strengthen the pro fessionalism of our media by better internal monitoring of
the information they put out and by supporting the wa t ch d og bodies and press clubs
set up to facilitate self-regulation and sanction violations of codes of pro fe s s i o n a l
c o n d u c t ;

6. To develop, in consultation with relevant professional bodies, appropriate in-house
training for journalists and other media pers o n n e l , so as to ensure they understand the
rules of ethical journalism;

7. To increase the role of the media in civic education and the promotion of debates
on issues of public intere s t , as well as serving as a fo rum for pluralist ex p ression by the
public within a democra t i c framework;

8 . To strengthen our capacity to act as a wa t ch d og and thus join with civil society 
organisations to ensure that the principles of good governance are respected and to
consolidate the process of democratisation (and, if appropriate, lobby the authorities
for the revision of archaic anti-press freedom laws);

9. To lobby governments, local NGO’s and international agencies (e.g. UNHCR, WHO,
etc.) through original initiatives, to ensure safe passage for media wishing to cover
humanitarian, social, and environmental issues, etc. in areas where these problems are
particularly acute;

10. To humanise conflict stories by ensuring that reporting focuses more on the suffe-
ring, needs and successes of the people involved, as well as bringing the attention of
the public, the authorities and the international community to the consequences of
these crisis on the lives of individuals;

11. To encourage our media to play an early-warning role, helping to defuse develo-
ping conflicts whose symptoms are often overlooked;

12. To work towards strengthening the financial and editorial independence of the
media so as to protect them from various partisan interests;

13. To encourage state-owned broadcasting institutions to aspire towards public ser-
vice broadcasting as a way of ensuring that they reflect a diversity of interests and opi-
nions in our societies, enabling civil society to flourish; and

14. To galvanise regional solidarity in support of our colleagues working for peace 
in conflict areas and thus ensure that they are protected against any threats in the
discharge of their duties.

Adopted in Bagamoyo, this 15th day of December 2004


