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Fidelis PEGUE MANGA, NDI TOP SHOT CONDEMNS SCNC DEATHS, CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION 

The blood of four Southern Cameroonian activists slain by gendarmes in Kumba on October 1, 2001, is now buried in the sands of time but the quest for justice lingers on. 

It is in this vein that Dr. Christopher Fomuyoh, Regional Director of Africa of the Washington-based National Democratic Institute for International Affairs. NDI, recently called investigation into the killings, “I am horrified every time a life is lost on an issue that merits serious and thought full political debate and resolution,” Dr. Formunyoh told the Mail newspaper. 

The NDI Regional Director hoped that a thorough investigation would be conducted into the events of October 1, in the Nortwest and Southwest  Provinces of Cameroon, especially in Kumbo where deaths occurred. This is in a bid to bring to book, “those who fired live bullets on ordinary citizens marching in statement of their political frustrations.”

Dr. Fomunyoh was appalled by callous comments made by supine government officials. “One expects a better sense of what required to sustain the national fabric of Cameroon from government officials, expressed doubts at the government’s sincerity in investigating the killings. 

He said there is an Anglophone problem in Cameroon, but those who govern the country are not using the right method aimed at solving it. 

“It there and is real. Ironically, those that govern Cameroon today seem to think that turning a blind eye or using tough-fisted tactics would resolve the grievances of Anglophones. They should think again and especially note that tensions have been exacerbated with each passing year,” he warned. 

According to Formunyoh, a solution to the Anglophone problem is not far fetched. Said he, “I do see a solution; but it takes two to tango as the saying goes. I am always reminded that aggrieved persons are more apt to tear down a wall picture in which they do not see their faces,” he said. He called on the government to give serious thought to the issue and address the major grievances of Anglophones. 

“The government cannot allow the use of armed forces to become the weapon of choice in settling genuine political grievances,” he said. 

Formunyoh stressed that he is scandalised by those, who in public, claim that all is “milk and honey with the Anglophone in Cameroon as they have suffered the fate of slight of slight and spite because of their respective provinces of origin.” He said is such hypocrisy that burns his heart. 

Dr Formunyoh reiterated that the Anglophone matter should be taken seriously. “We cannot afford another Cameroonian being gunned down for his political beliefs. “It is the lack of dialogue and the unwillingness to listen to citizens that breeds extremism and eventually violence,” he said.

ABOUT DR. FOMUNYOH 

Dr. Christopher Fomunyoh is Founder and President of the Fomunyoh Foundation. 

A native of Cameroon, Dr. Fomunyoh has been involved in the development and strengthening of democracy in Africa since 1989. He is currently the Regional Director for east, Central and West Africa at the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, NDI, in Washington DC. 

NDI is a non-profit, non-governmental organisation established in 1983. Dr. Fomunyoh has organised and advised international observer delegations to national elections on behalf of the NDI in Benin, Cameroon,, Central Africa republic, Ivory Coast, Ethiopia, Ghana, Madagascar an Mali. 

Dr. Fomunyoh was also a member the NDI/Carter Centre international delegating to the state and presidential elections in Nigeria in January and February 1999. He also interacts regularly with heads of state and government, cabinet ministers, elected officials and political and civic leaders. He is the principal liaison between the US Department of State US Agency for International Development and US Embassies in East, Central and West Africa. 

Perfectly bilingual in English and French, Dr. Fomunyoh holds a PhD in Political Science from Boston University. He is an Adjunct Professor in Georgetown University of African Politics and Government. 

He resides in Washington DC with his wife Mary Anne and a father of two sons ; Franklin Tah and Brian Forgwe. 
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